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Bengal  Act  IV  of  1926 

[THE  HOWRAH  BRIDGE  ACT,  1926.]' 


Amended 


Ben.  Act  V or  1936. 

West  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1959, 
_ WestBen.  Act  XXIII  of  1 963, 


Adapted 


The  Government  of  India 
(Adaptation  of  Indian  Laws) 
Order,  1937. 

The  Adaptation  of  Laws 
Order,  1950. 

[The  9lh  September,  1926.] 


5 &i  6.  Geo, 
V.c.61: 

6 & 7 Geo. 
V.c.37: 

JO  Geo. 
V.c.  101. 


An  Act  to  provided  for  the  construction,  maintenance  and  control  of  a new 

bridge  across  the  river  Hooghly  between  Calcutta  and  Howrah. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  a new  bridge  across  the  river  Hooghly 
between  Calcutta  and  Howrah  be  constructed  and  maintained; 

And  whereas  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Governor-General  under 
sub-section  (3),  of  section  80A,  of  the  Government  of  Tndia  Act  has  been 
obtained,  to  the  passing  of  this  Act: 

It  is  hereby  enacted  as  follows: — 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Howrah  Bridge  Act  1926. 

(2)  It  shall  come  into  force  on  such  dale’  as  the  ?[Stalc  Government] 
may,  by  notification,  direct. 


West  Ben, 
AciXXXHI 
of  195L 


2,  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or 
context, — 

’’(l)  ‘'Calcutta"  means  the  area  described  in  Schedule  I to  the 
Cal  cu  1 ta  Mu  n tcipal  Ac  t,  1 95 1 , as  deem  ed  to  h ave  been  am  ended 
under  section  593  of  that  Acl; 

(2)  “the  Commissioner"  means  the  Commissioner  for  the  new 
H o\v  rah  B ri  dg  c , herein  a her  i nc  orporaled  u nd  er  t h e p ro  v t sion  s 
ofsecuon3; 

(3)  "notification"  means  a notification  published  in  lhe*[0j(j7cfW 
Gazette]] 


'For  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons,  the  Cwfcuttv  Gazette  of  1924.  Pan  IV. 
page  13:  and  for  Proceedings  in  Council,  see  the  Bengal  Legislative  Council  Proceedings, 
Volume XVT, pages  135-158,  VolumcXVIll,  pages6l  -69,  Volume  XX,  No, 3. page25S.  and 
Volume  XXII,  pages  163-220. 

-The  I si  April.  1927,  See  notification  No.  2C,>  dated  the  30th  March,  1927.  published  ia 
the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  7th  April.  1927,  Parr  1,  page  699. 

JThe  words  '‘Provincial  Government"  were  originally  substituted  for  the  w ords  “Local 
Government"  by  paragraph  4(1)  of  Ihe  Government  of  India  (Adaptation  of  Indian  Laws) 
Order,  1937,  and  thereafter  the  word  ‘‘State"  was  substituted  for  the  word  "Provincial1'  by 
paragraph  4(1)  of  the  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1950. 

■‘Clause  (I)  was  substituted  for  the  original  clause  by  $.  2(a)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1959  (West  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1959), 

'The  words  within  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  ihc  words  " Calcutta  Gazette 1 


Short  title 
and 

commence- 

ment. 


Definition's, 


1 36 


Provisions 
of  Ad  [lj  bo 
juried  iiut 
l>y  body  of 
Commis- 
sioners. 


Repeal  oT 
Bon.  Acl  IX 
of  J 871. 


Pm  pom1  rind 
moneys  of 
CM  Mill* 

bridge  lu 

v:ist  in  i he 

Coirimh- 

>uiru;rs  in 
irusi. 


The  Howrah  Bridge  Act,  1926. 


[Ben*  Act  P 


(Sections  3,  4.) 


(4)  ' the  existing  bridge”  means  the  floating  bridge  across  the 
river  Hooghly,  the  construction  of  which  was  authorised  by 
the  Howrah  Bridge  Act,  1871;  and 

'(4a)  “Tolly gunge”  means  the  area  which  was  formerly  comprised 
in  the  municipality  of  Tollygunge  and  which  was  included 
wiLhin  Calcutta  by  notification  under  section  594  of  the 
Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1951; 

(5)  “year1'  means  a financial  year. 


Ben.  Ac:  IX 
of rS7l. 


West  Ben. 
Act  xxxm 
Df 1951. 


3.  (1)  The  duty  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  Acl  shall, 

subject  Losueh  conditions  and  limitations  as  arc  hereinafter  contained,  be 
vested  ia  a body  of  Commissioners  to  bccalled  “the  Commissioners  for  the 
new  Howrah  Bridge". 

(2)  Such  body  shall  be  a body  corporate  and  have  perpetual 
succession  and  a common  seal,  and  shall  by  its  corporate  name  sue  and  be 
sued. 

(3)  The  Commissioners  for  the  Port  of  Calcutta  for  the  time  being 
shall  be  the  Commissioners  for  the  new  Howrah  Bridge. 

(4)  The  Commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  fees  for  the 
pc  rfom\m:e  of  \i ve  i r d uric  s jti  d cr  t h i s A ct  as  th  c - [ St  a te  G o vc  rn  m e n t ] m a y , 
by  rule,  prescribe.  Such  fees  shall  be  paid  from  the  new  Howrah  Bridge 
Trust  Fund  created  by  tins  Acc> 

4,  (J)  The  Howrah  Bridge  Act,  [S7F  shall  be  repealed  on  and  from 

such  date  as  the  ‘[Stale  Government]  may,  by  notification,  specify  in  this 
behalf;  but  this  repeal  shall  not  affect  the  past  operation  of  that  Act,  or 
anything  done  or  suffered,  or  any  right,  privilege,  obligation  or  liability 
acquired,  accrued  or  incurred  thereunder. 

(2)  All  properties,  funds  and  dues  which  on  the  said  daLc  are  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Port  of  Calcutta  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Howrah  Bridge  Act,  1871,  shall  from  such  date  vest  in  them  as  the 
commissioners  under  Ibis  Act  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  and  for 
such  purposes  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  Commissioners  m such  manner 
as  they  think  fit. 

(.1)  All  contracts  and  liabilities  which  on  the  said  date  have  been  made 
or  incurred  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  port  of  Calcutta  for  Lhe  purposes 
of  the  Howrah  Bridge  Acl,  1871,  may,  so  far  as  they  are  outstanding  on 
such  daiebc  enforced  by  and  againsuhem  as  the  Commissioners  unden  his 
Acl. 

(4)  All  suits  and  other  legal  proceedings  instituted  before  the  said 
date  by  or  against  the  Commissioners  for  the  PorL  of  CalcuUa  under  lhe 
Howrah  Bridge  Act,  1871,  may  be  continued  by  or  against  them  as  the 
Commissioners  under  this  Act. 


•Clause  (4a)  tv  as  inserted  by  s.  2(b)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act.  1959{  West 
lien.  Act  XIX  of]  959). 

: Si‘ f'  ^ <vvr.*  I ^ " 


of  1926.] 


Hen,  Act  IX 
of  IS7J. 
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(Sections  5-7.) 

5.  The  Commissioners  may—  Power  id 

(a)  cause  a new  bridge  lobe  constructed  across  lhe  river  Htxtghly  new  bridge 

between  Calcutta  and  Howrah  of  such  design , and  of  such  aT1^ 10  ‘^e 
materials  of  such  quality,  and  at  such  place  und  with  such  existing  1 
approaches  as  the  Commissioners,  subject  to  lhe  approval  of  bridge, 
the  '[State  Government],  consider  suitable; 

(b)  notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  Howrah  Bridge 
Act,  1&7I,  take  such  order  with  the  existing  brjdgc  as  the 
Commissioners,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  '[State 
Government],  consider  essential  in  connection  with  the 
construction  of  the  new  bridge;  and 

(c)  cause  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches  lr>  be  maintained  and 
controlled. 


6.  ( 1)  The  Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time,]  borrow  any  power  u> 

sum  necessary  for  carrying  out  Lhe  works  specified  in  clauses  (a)  and  (b)  m,se  ,onns 
of  section  5 ^[or  repaying  any  loan  raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act]  ■ 

at  such  rate  of  interest,  and  for  such  period,  and  upon  such  terms  as  ui  the  ! 

time  and  method  of  repayment,  and  on  such  other  terms  and  conditions,  as  j 

the  'LState  Government]  may  approve. 

■1  *-i  jft  >jf  ijc  sjt  Tit 


(2)  The  '[State  Govermncnt]  shall  have  powder  to  guarantee  the  service 
and  repayment  of  any  loan  raised  under  the  provisions  of  sub-section  (1) 
or  any  part  of  such  loan. 


7.  ([)  The  '[Slate  Government]  may,  by  notification,  order  the 

Commissioners  to  undertake  the  works  referred  to  in  section  5 and  to 
Thorrovv  any  sum  necessary'  for  carrying  out  the  works  specified  in 
clauses  (a)  and  (b)  of  that  section]  within  such  period  as  the  '[State 
Government]  shall  fix,  and  the  Commissioners  shall  comply  with  such 
order. 

(2)  The  '[Slate  Government]  may,  by  notification,  for  reasons  to  be 
recorded  therein,  extend  the  period  fixed  under  the  provisions  of  sub- 
section (1), 


Power  of 

SftfL! 

Government 
Ui  order 
Commit 
sioners  to 
undonake 
works  and 
raise  loans. 


'See  foot -no  le  3 on  page  1 35,  ante. 

;The  words  within  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  2(1)  of  lhe  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1935  (Ben.  Ad  V of  193G). 

The  words  w ithin  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  2(2).  ibid. 

■'The  pros! so  was  Drained  by  para.  3 and  Schedule  IV  to  the  Government  of  India 
(A  dap  tali  cm  ofhulian  Laws)  Order.  1 937. 

■The  words,  brackets  and  letters  within  square  brackets  wow  substituted  for  lhe 
w ards  and  figure  ‘ raise  lhe  loan  referred  to  in  section  6"  by  seaion  3 ol  the  How  rah  Bridev 
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[Ben.  Act  IV 


(Section  8.) 

8.  li  shall  be  lawful  for  the  l[State  Government]  atony  lime  after  the 
commencement  of  this  Act,  to  cause  to  be  levied  for  ihc  purposes  of  this 
Act  all  or  any  of  the  following  taxes: — 


2(i)  {])  a tax  of  not  more  than  onc-hal  {percent,  on  the  annual 
valuaiionofall  lands  and  buildings  in  Calcutta  (excluding 
Tollygunge),  as  determined  by  the  Corporation  of 
Calcutta  under  Chapter  XI  of  the  Calcutta  Municipal 
Act,  1951; 

(2)  a lax  of  not  more  than  one-quarter  per  cent,  on  the 
annual  valuation  of  all  lands  and  buildings  inTollygungc 
as  determined  under  the  Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1951, 
read  with  any  notifications  or  orders  issued  or  made 
under  section  595  thereof; 

?(ia)  a tax  of  not  more  than  one-quarter  per  cent,  on  the  annual 
valuation  of  all  lands  and  buildings  in  the  municipality  of 
Howrah  as  determined  under  Chapter  X of  the  Calcutta 
Municipal  Act,  1923,  as  extended  to  ihe  municipality  of 
Howrah  and,  until  such  valuation  is  made  under  that  Act,  on 
the  annual  rateable  value  of  holdings  situated  within  that 
municipality  as  determined  under  section  96  of  the  Bengal 
Municipal  Act,  1884,  and  continued  under  the  provisions  oT 
the  Bengal  Municipal  Act,  1932; 

(ii)  a tax  of  not  more  than  one-quarter  per  cent,  on  the  annual 
rateable  value  of  holdings  situated  within  '’[the  South 
Suburban  Municipality]  as  determined  by  the  Municipal 
Commissioners,  under  section  96  of  the  Bengal  Municipal 
Act,  1884,  5[and,  on  the  annual  valuation  of  all  lands  and 
buildings  situated  within  [he  Garden  Reach  Municipality 
constituted  under  the  Garden  Reach  Municipality  Act,  1932, 
as  continued  under  section  13  of  that  Act,  and  thereafter  on 


West  Ben. 
Act  XXXI LI 
of  195  J, 


Ben.  Act  ] 
of  1923, 


Ben.  An  I 
of  1 884, 
Ben.  Act  i 
of  1932. 


Ben,  Act  III 
of  1932. 


LSee  foot-note  3 on  page  1 35,  ante. 

:Clause  (i)  was  substituted  for  the  original  clause  by  s.  3(1)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1959  (West  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1959), 

'Clause  (ia)  was  inserted  by  s.  4(  l)  oftheHewrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1935  (Ben. 
Act  V of  1936), 

4The  words  "within  the  Tollygunge  and  South  Suburban  municipalities”  were  originally 
substituted  for  the  words  “within  the  municipalities  of  Howrah  and  Tollygunge  and  within 
the  South  Suburban  municipality”  by  s.  4(2)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1935 
(Ben,  Act  V of  L 936),  and  thereafter  the  words  “the  Soul Ji  Suburban  Municipality”  were 
substituted  for  the  words  "the  Tollygunge  and  South  Suburban  municipalities”  by  see,  3(2) 
of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act.  1959  (West  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1959). 

-'The  woids  within  square  brekets  were  added  by  s.  4(3)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
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of  1926.] 


(Section  8 J 


the  annual  rateable  value  of  holdings  shunted  within  that 
municipality  as  determined  under  the  Bengal  Municipal  Act,  Bcri  Act  XV 
1932:]  °n”2' 

'Provided  that  the  tax  referred  to  in  clause  (i),  [ia)  or  (ii)  shall 
not  be  levied — 


(a)  on  any  land,  building  ot  holding  which  is  exempt  under 

the  Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1923  2[as  extended  to  ihe  Ben,  acl  hi 
Municipal  ily  o f Ho  wrah  or  I h e C ale  u u a M u n i cipal  Ac  I , °y  casi  n 

1951],  from  the  consolidated  rale  or  under  the  Bengal  Act  xxxih 
Municipal  Act,  1932,  from  the  rale  on  holdings,  as  the  of  195J‘ 
case  may  be;  and 

(b)  on  any  municipal  property  which  is  not  imended  to  be 
let  out  to  tenants  or  for  otherwise  deriving  an  income 
[herefrom; 

•’(iii)  a tax  of  nor  more  than  three  naye  paise  on  every  quintal  of 
goods  except  salt,  manganese  ore,  coal  and  coke,  conveyed 
on  the  Eastern  Railway  and  iheSouth  Eastern  Railway  inioor 
from  Howrah  Station; 

Explanation, — In  this  clause  'quin cal’  means  one  hundred 
kilograms; 

(i  v)  a lax  of  not  more  than  4[two  naye  paise  on  every  passenger] 
on  those  railways  brought  to  or  taken  from  the  said  station: 

Provided  that  the  said  tax  may  in  the  case  of  passengers 
taking  suburban  season  tickets  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of 
s[ twenty- five  naye  paise)  per  mensem  for  each  such  ticket  or 
at  such  lower  rale  as  the  *[Stale  Government]  may,  by 
notification,  prescribe; 

(v)  a tax  at  the  rate  of  7[threc  naye  paise]  in  the  case  of  a first  class 
passenger,  and  at  the  rale  of  "(two  naye  paise]  in  the  case  of 
a second  class  passenger  travelling  by9[any  stcam-vcssel 
plying  as  a ferry  within,  or  partly  within  and  partly  without, 


‘This  proviso  was  inserted  bys,  4( 4)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amend mem)  Act,  1935  (Ben 
Acl  V of  1936). 

:The  words  within  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s,  3(3)  of  ihe  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1959  (West  Ben,  Act  XIX  of  1959), 

■Clause  (iii)  was  substituted  for  the  former  clause  by  s.  2(1)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1962  (West  Ben.  Act  XXTI1  of  1962), 

■‘Substituted  for  the  words  "three  pies  on  every  passenger"  by  s.  2(2)  (a),  ibid. 
JSubsiiVuted  for  the  words  “four  annas"  by  s.  2(2)  (fc>),  ibid. 
bSee  foot-note  3 on  page  ]3S,  ante. 

Substituted  for  ihe  words  "six  pics”  by  s.  2(3)  (a),  ibid. 

'Substituted  for  the  words  "three  pits'1  by  s.  2(3)  (b),  ibid. 

■The  words  writhin  square  brackets  svere  substituted  for  the  words,  brackets,  figures  and 
letters  "the  ferry  service  established  by  ihe  Commissioners  for  the  Pori  of  Calcutta  under  the 
provisions  of  clause  (7a)  of  section  35  of  the  Calcutta  Port  Act,  1 890/’  bv  s,  4(5)  of  the 


HO 
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[Ben.  Act  IV 


(Section  9.) 

the  limits  of  the  Port  of  Calcutta],  in  respect  of  each  single 
journey  so  made  by  him,  the  fare  of  which  is  '[sixnayc  paisc 
or  more]; 

-Provided  that  the  said  tax  may,  in  the  case  of  passengers 
taking  season  tickets,  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  J[fifiy  naye 
paisc]  per  mensem  for  each  such  first  class  ticket  and  at  the 
rate  of  J[l\vemy-five  naye  paisc]  per  mensem  for  each  such 
second  class  ticket  or  at  such  lower  rate  as  the  -'[State 
Government]  may,  by  notification,  prescribe;  and 

A*  * * Hi  * * 

7 Explanation* — In  this  section  and  in  section  9 the  word 
"steam-vessel”  means  every  description  oT  vessel  propelled 
wholly  or  in  part  by  the  agency  ofsleam  and  includes  a vessel 
which  is  propelled  by  electrical  or  mechanical  power. 


Collection  of 
tascs. 


9.  *(al)  (l)  The  tax  leviable  under  sub-clause  (I)  of  clause  (i)  of 

section  8 shall  be  treated  as  if  it  were  a pan  of  the 
consolidated  rate  imposed  under  section  165  of  the 
Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1951;  AcVxXxilt 

(2)  Lhe  lax  leviable  under  sub-clause  (2)  of  clause  (i)  of  of  I95L 
section  8 shall  be  treated  as  if  it  were  a pan  of  the 
municipal  rates  leviable  under  the  Calcutta  Municipal 

Act,  1951,  read  with  any  notifications  or  orders  issued 
or  made  under  section  595  thereof; 

(3)  the  tax  leviable  under  sub^cliiuses  (1)  and  (2)  of  clause 
(i)  of  section  8 shall  be  collected  by  the  Corporation  of 
Calcutta,  It  shall  be  paid  lo  the  Commissioners  in  such 
manner  and  subject  to  such  allowances  and  deductions 
as  may  be  provided  for  by  regu  lations  made  by  the  Slate 
Government  in  this  behalf.  Such  regulations  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  come  into  force  in  respect  of  Calcutta 
(excluding  Tollygungc)  on  and  from  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1952  and  in  respect  of  Tollygunge  on  and  from 
die  Isl  day  of  April,  1953  and  shall  provide  that  any 
payments  made  to  the  Commissoincrs  by  the  Corporation 
of  Calcutta  or  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Tollygunge 


'Substituted  for  the  words  “one  anna  or  more”  by  s.  20)  (c)  of  the  Howmh  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1962  {West  Ben.  Act  XXH  of  1 962). 

:T1ki  word  “and”  ai  the  end  of  clause  (v)  was  omitted,  and  this  proviso  was  added  by  s. 
4(6)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  J93S  (Ben.  Act  V of  I93G), 

■ Substituted  for  the  words  "eight  annas"  by  s.  2(2)  (d>  (i)  of  the  Hownvh  bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1962  (West  Ben,  Act  XXIII  or  I9G2). 

^Substituted  for  the  words  “four  annas"  by  s.  2(2)  (d)  (ii),  ibid 
'Sec  foot-note  3 on  page  135,  wife. 

'Clause  (vL)wos  omitted  by  s,  2{4)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  J 962  (VVcit 
Ben.  Act  XXHT  or  1 962), 

This  Explanation  was  added  by  s,  4(S)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  AeL  1935 
(Ben.  Act  V of  1936). 

KSub*seciion  (a  Owns  inserted  hy  s.  4(1)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1959 
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of  1926.] 


(Section  9.) 


YVes!  Ben 

Act  XIX  \>C 
1959. 


Ben  Art  XV 
of  1932. 


Ben.  Act  II J 
of  1923. 


Municipality  under  this  Acl  before  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act,  1959  comes  into  force  shall  be 
adjusted  against  any  tax  io  be  collecled  and  paid  in 
accordance  with  the  prvisions  of  this  sub-secticn  and 
the  regulations. 

l(l ) The  lax  leviable  under  clause  (ii)  of  section  8 shall  be 
treated  as  if  it  were  a part  of  the  rates  leviable  under 
section  l23oftlieBengal  Municipal  Acl,  1932  and  shall 
becollected  by  the  Commissioners  of  Lhe  municipalities 
named  in  that  clause  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
Bengal  Municipal  Act,  1932. 

-(la) The  lax  leviable  under  clause  (ia)of  section  8 shall  be 
treated  as  if  jt  were  a part  of  the  consolidated  rate 
imposed  under  section  124  of  lhe  Calcutta  Municipal 
Act,  1923,  as  extended  to  lhe  municipality  of  Howrah, 
and  shall  be  collected  by  the  Commissioners  of  that 
municipality  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  said  Acl. 

(2)  The  ID*  levi  able  under  cl  Duse  (i ii)  of  section  S shall  be  collected  on 
goods  imported  or  exported  by  rail,  by  means  of  a surcharge  cm  freight,  by 
the  administration  of  the  railway  by  which  lhe  goods  are  carried. 

(3)  The  tax  leviable  under  clause  (iv)  of  section  8 shall  be  collected 
by  means  of  a surcharge  of  fares,  by  the  administration  of  the  railway  by 
which  the  passengers  are  carried  - 

(4)  The  tax  leviable  under  clause  (v)  of  section  8 shall  be  collected 
by  means  of  a surcharge  on  fares,  by  ■‘[the  owner  of  the  steam- vessel  by 
which  the  passengers  are  carried], 

-4  sic  jft  * T(c  s)c 


(6)  The  taxes  collected  as  prescribed  -[in  sub-sections  (1)  to  (4)  of 
this  section]  shall  be  paid  direct  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  collecting 
agency 


’Sub-section  (1)  was  substituted  for  the  original  sub-section  by  s.  4(2)  of  the  Howrah 
Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  [959  (Wes!  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1959). 

:Sub-sccimn  (la)  was  inserted  by  s 5(2)  of  the  Howrah  Brid^  (Amendment)  Acl.  1935 
(Ben.  Act  V of  1936). 

'The  words  within  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  ihc  words  "iht  Commissioners 
forilie  Port  of  Calcutta"  by  s.  5(3),  ibid. 

■‘Sub-sections  (5)  and  (5a)  wtfre  omitted  by  a.  3(  I)  of  the  Ilnwinh  Bridge  (Amendment) 
Act.  1%2  (West  Ben.  Act  XX 111  of  19&2). 

3Thc  words' 'in  sub- sections  ( 1 ) to  (5a)  of  this  section”  were  originally  substituted  for  the 
words  "in  this  section"  by  s.  4(4)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  ACU 1959  (West  Ben. 
Acl  XIX  of  1959),  anti  thereafter  the  worth  “in  sub-sections  (I)  to  (4)  of  this  section"  weic 
substituted  for  the  words  "in  sub-seeiicns  (!)  to  (5a)  of  this  section''  by  s.  3(2),  ibid. 
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Con  strut:  lion 
of  I runway 
□nd 

contribution 

therefor. 


Comrihulion 
by  Stale 
Government. 


[Ben,  Act  IV 


(Sections  I0r  11.) 

ai  such  limes  as  may  be  prescribed  by  ihe  J[Siaie  Government}  after 
making  such  deduction  as  the  l[Slale  Government]  may  approve  to  meet 
any  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  levy  and  collection  of  the 
said  taxes. 

J Ex  plana  lion  J.  — Th  e wo  rd<iadministration,lasusedin  sub-sections 
(2)  and  (3)  has  ihe  same  meaning  as  in  clause  (6)  of  section  3 of  the  Indian  IX  of  1890. 
Railways  Act,  1890. 

2 Explanation  2.—' The  word  ^ 4 owner”  as  used  in  sub- section  (4)  has 
the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Indian  Steam- vessels  Act,  1917.  ] Qf  J917 

10.  (1)  Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  l[Slale  Government],  the 
Commissioners  may  authorise  any  person  to  construct,  maintain  and  use 
a tramway  or  tramways  over  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches  on  such 
terms  as  the  Commissioners  may  consider  suitable. 

(2)  When  any  person  is  authorised  under  sub-section  (1)  to  construct, 
maintain  and  use  a tramway  or  tramways  over  the  new  bridge  and  its 
approaches,  he  shall  pay  to  the  Commissioners  at  such  lime  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  Commissioners  may,  by  notification,  prescribe,  such  sum  or 
sums  as  the  Commissioners  may,  from  time  to  time,  require  as  his 
contribution  for  the  purposes  of  sub-section  (1): 

Provided  that  if  any  disagreement  arises  between  the  Commissioners 
and  such  person,  in  regard  to  any  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  this  sub- 
section, the  question  shall  be  determined  by  the  J[State  Government]. 

11.  The  l[Statc  Government]  shall  pay  a sum  of  four  lakhs  of  rupees 
per  annum  towards  the  service  and  repayment  of  J[any  loan]  raised  under 
Lhc  provisions  of  section  6: 

Provided  that,  if  the  1 [State  Government!  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  12  reduce  the  rate  of  the  taxes  leviable  under  clauses 
(i)  J[,  (in)]  and  (ii)  of  section  8 or  under  5[any]  of  those  clauses,  they  may 
also  reduce  ihe  amount  of  the  said  contribution  by  a sum  proportionate 
to  the  amount  by  which  the  total  yield  of  the  taxes  levied  under  those 
three}  clauses  during  the  year  following  such  reduction  is  less  than  the 
total  yield  of  the  said  taxes  during  the  preceding  year. 

fooi-nou:  3 on  page  1 35,  ante, 

The  original  Explanation  was  numbered  os  Explanation  J and  Explanation  2 was  added 
by  s.  5(6)  of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Acl,  1935  (Ben.  Act  V qf  1936). 

'The  words  wilhin  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  '‘[he  loan”  by  s,  6(a), 
ibid. 

''The  brackets  and  Letters  wen?  inserted  by  s.  6(b),  ibid. 

-''This  word  was  subslim  led  for  ihe  word  Lteiihcr'T  by  s.  6(c),  ibid. 

This  word  was  subslim  led  for  ihe  word  Two"  by  s.  6(d),  ibid. 


of  1926.] 


Ik-n.  Mi  nr 

olf  1SVO. 


..y,  gw^y  ” : 
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(Sections  J2-J5.) 

IZ  The  ’[Stale  Government]  may,  by  notification,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  section  8 — 

(i)  vary  the  rates  fli  which  the  taxes  2*  * * leviable  under  that 
section  are  lo  be  paid; 

(ii)  exempt  all  or  any  classes  of  persons  on  whom,  or  of  vehicles 
or  goods  on  which,  taxes  are  leviable  under  that  section  from 
payment  thereof: 

Provided  that  the  '[State  Government]  may  by  notification  cancel  or 
modify  any  order  made  under  this  section, 

13,  (1)  AU  property,  movable  and  immovable,  acquired  or  in  any  way 
otherwise  procured  for  the  construction,  improvement,  maintenance  and 
eomrol  of  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches,  and  the  new  bridge  and  its 
approaches  and  all  moneys  received  by  the  Commissioners  under  this  Act 
shall  vest  in  the  Commissioners  in  trust  for  llic  purposes  of  this  Act. 

(2)  All  moneys  received  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  of 
ibis  Act  shall  form  a separate  fund  which  shall  be  known  as  ihe  new 
Howrah  Bridge  Trust  Fund. 

(3)  The  ] [Slate  Government]  may  by  rule  provide  for  the  payment  of 
moneys  into  the  new  Howrah  Bridge  Trust  Fund,  for  the  investment  by  the 
Commissioners  of  moneys  received  into  that  fund  and  for  the  custody  and 
disbursement  of  such  moneys. 

14,  The  Commissioners  shall  keep  such  accounts  as  the  '[State 
Government]  may  prescribe  of  all  expenditure  in  or  about  the  construction 
or  maintenance  of  the  new  bridge  and  hs  approaches,  and  of  the  collection 
of  [axes  and  contributions  in  relation  to  the  new  bridge,  and  also  of  the 
income  derived  from  laxes  and  contributions.  The  accounts  shall  be 
examined  from  time  to  time  by  auditors  appointed  in  this  behalf  by  the 
'[Slate  Government]. 

15,  The  Commissioners  shall  for  each  year  prepare  an  estimate  of 
incometobercceivedandexperditureiobeineurrcd  by  them  in  accordance 
with,  and  for  the  purposes  of,  this  Act  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  sections 
69,  70,  71  and  72  of  the  Calcutta  Port  Acl,  1890  *[,  subjecL  to  ihe 
modification  that  in  applying  sections  69,  71  and  72  oF  the  Calcutta  Fun 
Act,  1890,  for  the  words  ‘Central  Government’,  wherever  they  occur,  the 
words  ‘Slate  Government1  shall  be  deemed  to  be  subsrituted]. 


'Sec  foot-norc  3 on  page  135.  attte. 

:Thc  words  ‘ 'an  d other  pay  mcnis"  w e re  o m i tied  b>  s . 5 o f ihe  Htnvnih  R ri  d£e  ( Ame  n d men  I ) 
Act.  m<>  (West  Bern  Ad  XIX  of 

'The  words  and  figures  within  square  bmckels  were  added  by  s 6,  ibid 
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(Sections  I6H8.) 


Procedure 
on  failure  jjf 
local 

million  lies  ui 

make 

payment. 


16.  If  '*  * * * [he  Corporation  of  Calcutta  or  the 

Commissioners  of  any  of  Hie  municipalities  named  in  r[clauscs  (ia)  and 
(ii)]  or  seel  ion  8 fail  to  make  any  payment  as  required  by  section  9,  the 
’[Stale  Government]  may  attach  ^[tlie  Municipal  Funds]  nr  any  portion 
thereof,  and  the  provisions  of  section  1 1 8,  sub-secdon  (2)  of  the  Calcutta  Bern  Act  111 
Municipal  Act  T 1923  5[or  section  J52,  sub-section  (2)  of  the  Calcutta  WestBen. 
Municipal  Acl,  1951,  as  the  case  may  be],  shall,  with  all  necessary 
modifications,  be  deemed  to  apply. 


Recoveries.  17.  Any  sum  due  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  this 
AcL  shall  be  recoverable  by  the  Commissioners  in  the  manner  provided  for 
the  recover}'1  of  a public  demand. 


Poxl'tft  ill 
case  of 
cl ll fault  by 
Commis- 
sioners. 


18.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  3 [State  Government]  the  Commissioners 
have  made  dcfaull  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  under  this  Act,  the 
? [Slate  Governmeni]  may,  by  nolifjcaiion,  dissolve  the  body  established 
by  section  3 and  may,  by  notification,  establish  another  body  of  Lrustees  for 
the  purpose  of  this  Act,  or  Jake  under  their  own  management  the  construction, 
maintenance,  improvement  andcontrol  of  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  service  and  repayment  of6[any  Joan]  raised 
under  the  provisions  of  section  6;  and  (hereafter  for  all  ihe  purposes  of  this 
Act  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  imposed  by  Lhis  Act  upon  ihe 
Commissioners  and  all  contracts  entered  into  or  liabilities  incurred  by  the 
Commissioners  under  this  AcL  shall  be  deemed  to  be  transferred  to  7[the 
said  trustees]  or  to  the  '[Slate  Government],  as  the  case  may  be,  may  enter 
on  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches  and  may  take  possession  of  the  same 
and  of  all  properties  and  moneys  vested  by  this  Act  in  the  Commissioners. 


The  words  "the.  Commissioners  for  ihe  Port  of  Calcutta  or"  were  omitted  by  s.  7(1)  of 
ihe  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1935  (Ben.  Act  V of  1936). 

The  words,  brackets  and  Idlers  within  square  bracket*  were  substituted  for  the  word, 
brackets  and  letters  "clause  (ii)1’  by  s.  7(2),  ibid . 

'Sec  foot-note  3 on  page  135,  ante. 

The  words  within  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  ' (he  funds  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Port  of  Calcutta  or  the  Municipal  Funds,  as  the  ease  may  be,  or  any 
of  them"  by  s.  7(3)  or  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1935  (Ben.  Act  V or  1936), 

'The  words  within  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s,  7 of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(Amendment)  Act.  1959  (WcsiBcn.  Act  XIX  of  1959), 

“The  words  w ithin  square  brackets  were  substituted  Tor  ihe  words  "the  loan  hy  s,  8 of 
the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1935  (Ben.  Act  V of  1936), 

These  words  within  square  brackets  were  subsij Luted  for  the  words  "the  trustees  so 
appointed'1  by  s.  3 of  the  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act.  1959  (West  Ben.  Act  XIX 
of  1 959). 


The  Howrah  Bridge  Act,  1926, 


145 


nfl926.] 


(Sections  ISA , 79,  20.) 


West  Ren,' 
Act  XXX  IN 
of]  951. 

Rem.  aci  in 

- of  1923. 


’18A.  Lands  required  for  the  construction  of  the  new  Howrah  Bridge 
including  its  foundations,  approaches  and  slopes  or  for  any  improvement 
thereof  logo  I her  with  all  structures  on  such  lands  forming  part  of  the  said 
bridge  which  vest  in  the  Commissioners  under  sub-section  (l)  of  section 
13  — 

(0  shall  be  exempt,  or 
(ii)  shall  not  be  exempt 

from  the  consolidated  rate  leviable  under  section  [65  of 
the  Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1951  or  leviable  under  section 
124  of  the  Calcutta  Municipal  Acl,  1923,  as  extended  Lo  the 
municipality  of  Howrah  according  as — 

(i)  they  arc  not,  or 
(ii)  they  are 

let  out  to  tenants  or  otherwise  utilized  for  deriving  income. 


Lnnds  and 
structures  of 
ihc  new 
bridge  when 
to  be  exempt 
from  or 
when  lo  be 
liable  to 
municipal 
i^alion. 


Explanation. — For  the  purpose  of  this  section  the  amount  received 
under  any  agreement  by  the  Commissioners  from  the  Calcutta  Tramways 
Company,  Limited  for  the  use  of  the  new  Howrah  Bridge  by  the  latter  shall 
nol  be  regarded  as  rent  or  income. 


"19.  (1)  The  State  Government  may,  after  previous  publication,  make  Power  to 

rules  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  Act.  Government 

(2 ) In  particu  I ar  and  withou  l prejudice  to  the  generality  of  the  foregoing  to  make 
power  the  State  Government  may  make  rules — L 

(a)  for  regulating  the  collection  of  taxes  which  may  be  imposed 
under  this  Act  and  the  payment  thereof  totheCommissioners; 

(b)  for  prescribing  the  method  of  examination  by  auditors  under 
section  14  of  \hc  accounts  kept  by  the  Commissioners; 

(C)  For  the  safe  and  convenient  use  oflhe  new  Howrah  Bridge  and 
the  approaches  thereto  and  any  Lram way  constructed  thereon; 

(d)  for  the  passage  of  bouts  and  vessels  under  or  through  the  new 
Howrah  Bridge. 


'20.  Tiie  Slate  Government  may,  in  order  to  ensure  the  safely  of  the 
new  Howrah  Bridge  or  its  approaches, — 

(i)  prohibit  the  sinking  of  lube-wells,  or 

(ii)  direct  the  removal  of  any  particular  tube-well  already  sunk, 
likely  in  its  opinion  lo  endanger  such  safety, — 

within  such  distance  from  the  piers  of  the  said  bridge 


Power  to 
prohibit  the 
sinking  of, 
or  remove, 
lube-well, 


^eclion  J 8 A.  which  was  originally  inserted  by  s,  9ohht;  Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment) 
Acl,  1 935  ( lien.  Act  V of  1936),  was  substituted  bv  s.  9 of  the  Howrah  Rridge  (Amendment) 
Act,  1959  (West  Ben,  Act  XIX  of  1959), 

^Section  19  was  substituted  foi  the  original  see  lion  by  s.  10,  ibid. 

•Section  20  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s.  N,  ibid. 
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(Den.  Act  IV  of  1926.] 


(Sections  2 1 -2d.) 

as  may  be  specified  by  it  by  notification,  after  consultation  with  the 
'■  Commissioners,  the  Corporation  of  Calcutta  and  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Municipality  of  Howrah. 

Indemnify.  21*  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  Tor  any  loss  or 

injury  which  he  may  sustain  by  reason  of  any  obstruction  to  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Hooghly  which  may  be  caused  hy  operations  connected  with 
the  dismantling  or  removal  of  the  existing  bridge  and  its  approaches  or  the 
construction  or  repair  of  the  new  bridge  and  its  approaches,  or  for  any 
interference  with  any  rights  vested  or  otherwise,  which  may  result  from 
operations  connected  with  the  dismantling  or  removal  of  the  existing 
bridge  and  its  approaches  or  the  construction  or  repair  of  the  new  bridge 
and  its  approaches. 

22.  {Penalty  for  infringement  of  by  daw. } — / Omitted  hy  sec.  12  of  the 
Howrah  Bridge  (Amendment)  Act,  1959  ( West  Ben . Act  XIX  of  1959).  ] 

orfenws  ‘23.  The  acts  or  omissions  referred  to  in  column  1 of  the  table  below 

r*nd 

penalties.  shall  be  deemed  to  be  offences  and  they  shall  be  punishable  to  the  extent 
mentioned  in  the  corresponding  entry  in  column  2 thereof;— 

TABLE. 


1 

(1)  Contravening  any  rule  made 
under  section  19. 

(2)  Contravening  the  provisions 
of  section  20. 


(3)  Wilfully  evading  or  altempi- 
i n g to  c vad  e pay  men  i of  an  y co  n tri- 
bution  or  tax  payable  under  this 
Act. 


2 

Fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
rupees. 

Fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
rupees  or  fifty  rupees  per  day  where 
the  offence  is  a continuing  one. 

Fine  which  may  extend  to  fifty 
rupees  orimprisonment  which  may 
extend  to  fourteen  days  or  both. 


‘Section  23  was  substituted  for  the  original  action  by  s.  13  of  the  Howrah  Bridge 
(A  mend  mem)  Act.  1959  (West  Ben.  Act  X IX  of  1959). 


